
Orlaam
Generic Name: levomethadyl (Oral route)

lee-voe-METH-a-dil

Commonly used brand name(s):

In the U.S.

Orlaam

Available Dosage Forms:

Solution

Therapeutic Class: Analgesic

Chemical Class: Opioid

Uses For Orlaam

Levomethadyl belongs to the group of medicines known as narcotic analgesics. It is used as a substitute for illegal narcotics in
addiction treatment programs. This medicine is not a cure for addiction. It is used as part of an overall program that may include
counseling, attending support group meetings, and other treatment recommended by your doctor.

Levomethadyl helps prevent the withdrawal symptoms that may occur when an addict stops using other narcotics. In
detoxification programs, the amount of levomethadyl used is slowly decreased until an addict becomes drug-free. In maintenance
programs, it is used on a long-term basis to help narcotic addicts stay away from street drugs. With long-term use, levomethadyl
may decrease an addict's craving for other narcotics.
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Another narcotic, methadone, is also used in detoxification and maintenance programs. Methadone begins to work faster than
levomethadyl does when treatment is started, but it has to be taken every day. Levomethadyl starts to work slowly, but it does not
have to be taken every day. Therefore, some people may start treatment with methadone and then change over to levomethadyl
after several weeks. Other people may receive only one medicine or the other during the entire time of treatment. Your doctor
and your counselor at the clinic will decide on the best treatment plan for you.

In the U.S., levomethadyl was available only in government-approved treatment clinics.

The manufacturer discontinued ORLAAM® (levomethadyl) in the United States in September 2003.

Before Using Orlaam
In deciding to use a medicine, the risks of taking the medicine must be weighed against the good it will do. This is a decision you
and your doctor will make. For this medicine, the following should be considered:

Allergies
Tell your doctor if you have ever had any unusual or allergic reaction to this medicine or any other medicines. Also tell your health
care professional if you have any other types of allergies, such as to foods, dyes, preservatives, or animals. For non-prescription
products, read the label or package ingredients carefully.

Pediatric
In the U.S., the law does not allow levomethadyl to be used for treating addicts younger than 18 years of age.

Geriatric
Many medicines have not been studied specifically in older people. Therefore, it may not be known whether they work exactly the
same way they do in younger adults or if they cause different side effects or problems in older people. There is no specific
information comparing use of levomethadyl in the elderly with use in other age groups.

Pregnancy
PREGNANCY
CATEGORY

EXPLANATION

All
Trimesters

C Animal studies have shown an adverse effect and there are no adequate studies in
pregnant women  OR no animal studies have been conducted and there are no adequate studies
in pregnant  women.

Breast Feeding
There are no adequate studies in women for determining infant risk when using this medication during breastfeeding. Weigh the
potential benefits against the potential risks before taking this medication while breastfeeding.

Interactions with Medicines
Using this medicine with any of the following medicines is not recommended. Your doctor may decide not to treat you with this
medication or change some of the other medicines you take.

Acecainide

Ajmaline

Amiodarone

Amisulpride

Amitriptyline

Amoxapine

Aprindine

Astemizole

Azimilide

Bepridil

Bretylium

Brofaromine

Chloral Hydrate

Chloroquine

Chlorpromazine



Cisapride

Citalopram

Clarithromycin

Clorgyline

Desipramine

Dibenzepin

Disopyramide

Dofetilide

Dolasetron

Doxepin

Droperidol

Ebastine

Encainide

Erythromycin

Flecainide

Fluconazole

Flucytosine

Fluoxetine

Fluvoxamine

Foscarnet

Furazolidone

Halofantrine

Haloperidol

Hydroquinidine

Ibutilide

Imipramine

Iproniazid

Isocarboxazid

Isradipine

Itraconazole

Lazabemide

Lidoflazine

Linezolid

Lorcainide

Mefloquine

Mesoridazine

Methdilazine

Mexiletine

Mibefradil

Moclobemide

Nialamide

Nicardipine

Nortriptyline

Octreotide

Olanzapine

Pargyline

Pentamidine

Phenelzine



Pimozide

Pirmenol

Prajmaline

Primaquine

Probucol

Procainamide

Procarbazine

Propafenone

Protriptyline

Quinidine

Rasagiline

Risperidone

Selegiline

Sematilide

Sertindole

Sertraline

Sotalol

Spiramycin

Sulfamethoxazole

Sultopride

Tedisamil

Terfenadine

Thioridazine

Tiapride

Toloxatone

Tranylcypromine

Trimeprazine

Trimethoprim

Trimipramine

Vasopressin

Zimeldine

Ziprasidone

Zolmitriptan

Zotepine

Using this medicine with any of the following medicines is usually not recommended, but may be required in some cases. If both
medicines are prescribed together, your doctor may change the dose or how often you use one or both of the medicines.

Acetazolamide

Amiloride

Arsenic Trioxide

Azosemide

Bemetizide

Bendroflumethiazide

Benzthiazide

Bumetanide

Canrenoate

Castor Oil

Chlorthalidone

Clopamide



Cyclothiazide

Docusate

Enflurane

Ethacrynic Acid

Etozolin

Fenquizone

Furosemide

Gemifloxacin

Halothane

Hydrochlorothiazide

Hydroflumethiazide

Indapamide

Isoflurane

Ketoconazole

Lactulose

Magnesium

Mannitol

Metolazone

Piretanide

Polythiazide

Prochlorperazine

Quinethazone

Sorbitol

Spironolactone

Tapentadol

Telithromycin

Ticrynafen

Torsemide

Triamterene

Trichlormethiazide

Trifluoperazine

Urea

Xipamide

Using this medicine with any of the following medicines may cause an increased risk of certain side effects, but using both drugs
may be the best treatment for you. If both medicines are prescribed together, your doctor may change the dose or how often you
use one or both of the medicines.

Cimetidine

Phenobarbital

Phenytoin

Rifampin

Interactions with Food/Tobacco/Alcohol
Certain medicines should not be used at or around the time of eating food or eating certain types of food since interactions may
occur. Using alcohol or tobacco with certain medicines may also cause interactions to occur. Discuss with your healthcare
professional the use of your medicine with food, alcohol, or tobacco.

Other Medical Problems
The presence of other medical problems may affect the use of this medicine. Make sure you tell your doctor if you have any other
medical problems, especially:

Asthma, emphysema, or other chronic lung disease, or



Brain disease or head injury or

Colitis or

Crohn's disease or

Enlarged prostate or problems with urination or

Gallbladder disease or gallstones or

Heart disease or

High blood pressure—Levomethadyl has side effects that could be dangerous to people with these conditions.

Kidney disease or

Liver disease or

Underactive thyroid—The chance of side effects may be increased.

Proper Use of Orlaam
Most patients are given their dose of levomethadyl at the clinic. You may be able to take some doses of your levomethadyl at
home if your health care professional feels you are responsible to do that. Most people will have to go to the clinic 3 times a
week.

Dosing
The dose of this medicine will be different for different patients. Follow your doctor's orders or the directions on the label. The
following information includes only the average doses of this medicine. If your dose is different, do not change it unless your
doctor tells you to do so.

The amount of medicine that you take depends on the strength of the medicine. Also, the number of doses you take each day,
the time allowed between doses, and the length of time you take the medicine depend on the medical problem for which you are
using the medicine.

For oral dosage form (oral solution):

For treating narcotic addiction:

Adults—The first dose of levomethadyl for patients who have not started treatment with methadone is between 20 and 40
milligrams (mg). The first dose for patients who have been receiving methadone will be a little higher than the amount of
methadone that was being taken every day, but not more than 120 mg. Your doctor will then adjust your dose, depending
on whether you experience withdrawal symptoms or side effects after the first dose. More than one change in the dose
may be needed, until the right dose for you has been found. Most people will receive levomethadyl 3 times a week, either
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday or on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. Some people need a larger dose on Friday
or Saturday, so that the medicine will last until the next visit. In detoxification programs, the dose of levomethadyl will
gradually be decreased until the patient is able to stop taking it. In maintenance programs, treatment may be continued as
long as needed. If you miss one treatment in your program, your health care professional will have to adjust your
treatment schedule and dose; you may need to start a new program with a lower starting dose if you miss more than one
treatment or have been off the treatment for more than one week.

Children—In the U.S., levomethadyl cannot be used for patients younger than 18 years of age.

Precautions While Using Orlaam
Taking levomethadyl is only part of your treatment. Your doctor and your counselor at the clinic will make a treatment plan for
you to follow. This plan may include seeing your counselor at the clinic regularly, attending support group meetings, and making
changes in your lifestyle that will help you stay away from illegal drugs. The success of your treatment will depend on how
carefully you follow your treatment plan.



This medicine will add to the effects of alcohol and other CNS depressants (medicines that slow down the nervous system,
possibly causing drowsiness). Some examples of CNS depressants are antihistamines or medicine for hay fever, other allergies,
or colds; sedatives, tranquilizers, or sleeping medicine; prescription pain medicine or other narcotics; barbiturates; medicine for
seizures; muscle relaxants; or anesthetics, including some dental anesthetics. It is very important that you do not drink alcoholic
beverages or take any CNS depressants during levomethadyl treatment unless you have been directed to do so by a doctor who
knows that you are taking levomethadyl. Even if you continue to have some withdrawal symptoms and to crave narcotics for a
while after levomethadyl treatment has been started, do not use illegal narcotics or other CNS depressant ``street'' drugs. Taking
``street'' drugs together with levomethadyl has caused some people to die from an overdose.

Levomethadyl may cause some people to become drowsy, especially when treatment is started or the dose is increased. Make
sure you know how you react to this medicine before you drive, use machines, or do anything else that could be dangerous if you
are drowsy or are not alert and clearheaded. This effect usually goes away after a few days, when your body gets used to the
medicine. However, tell your counselor at your next visit to the clinic if any dose causes drowsiness that is severe enough to
interfere with your activities.

Dizziness, lightheadedness, or even fainting may occur when you get up suddenly from a lying or sitting position. Getting up
slowly may help lessen this problem. Also, lying down for a while may relieve dizziness or lightheadedness.

Tell all health care professionals you go to that you are taking levomethadyl. This is especially important if any kind of surgery or
emergency treatment is needed. Serious side effects can occur if your health care professional gives you certain other medicines
without knowing that you are taking levomethadyl.

Using narcotics such as levomethadyl for a long time can cause severe constipation. To prevent this, your counselor may direct
you to take laxatives, drink a lot of fluids, or increase the amount of fiber in your diet. Be sure to follow the directions carefully,
because continuing constipation can lead to more serious problems.

Levomethadyl may cause dryness of the mouth. For temporary relief, use sugarless candy or gum, melt bits of ice in your mouth,
or use a saliva substitute. However, if dry mouth continues for more than 2 weeks, check with your dentist. Continuing dryness of
the mouth may increase the chance of dental disease, including tooth decay, gum disease, and fungus infections.

For women only:

Although there may be rare exceptions, levomethadyl is not recommended for use by pregnant women. Pregnancy tests will
be given once a month during treatment. If you miss any of these tests you may not be able to continue receiving
levomethadyl.

Women who may become pregnant should use effective birth control during levomethadyl treatment. If you are not sure what
method of birth control will work best for you, check with your counselor at the clinic.

If you plan to become pregnant, you should first discuss your plans with your doctor or your counselor. They can arrange for
you to receive methadone instead of levomethadyl.

If you think you have become pregnant during treatment, tell your counselor right away.

Some people may be transferred to methadone after receiving levomethadyl for a while. If you are given any take-home doses of
methadone, do not take the first dose of methadone for at least 48 hours (2 days) after your last dose of levomethadyl. Taking the
2 medicines too close together may cause an overdose.

If you think you may have taken an overdose of narcotics, get emergency help right away. Taking an overdose of narcotics, or
taking alcohol or CNS depressants with narcotics, may lead to unconsciousness or death. Signs of overdose include convulsions
(seizures); confusion; severe dizziness, drowsiness, nervousness, restlessness, or weakness; and very slow or troubled
breathing. It is very important that the emergency room doctor knows that you are physically dependent on a narcotic called
levomethadyl, that using naloxone to treat your overdose is very likely to cause withdrawal symptoms, and that you will need to
be watched for a long time because levomethadyl's effects last for several days. However, you may not be able to give this
information to the doctor yourself. Therefore, you should direct friends and family members to give this information to the doctor,
if necessary.



Orlaam Side Effects
Along with its needed effects, a medicine may cause some unwanted effects. Although not all of these side effects may occur, if
they do occur they may need medical attention.

Check with your doctor immediately if any of the following side effects occur:

Signs and symptoms of overdose

Cold, clammy skin

confusion

convulsions (seizures)

dizziness (severe)

drowsiness (severe)

low blood pressure

nervousness or restlessness (severe)

pinpoint pupils of eyes

slow heartbeat

slow or troubled breathing

weakness (severe)

Check with your doctor as soon as possible if any of the following side effects occur:

Less common

Mental depression

skin rash

swelling of face, fingers, feet, and/or lower legs

weight gain

After you stop using this medicine, it may still produce some side effects that need attention. During this period of time, check
with your doctor immediately if you notice the following side effects:

Signs of too much levomethadyl

Drowsiness (severe)

feeling ``wired''

Signs of not enough levomethadyl (withdrawal symptoms)

Body aches, diarrhea

fast heartbeat

gooseflesh

increased sweating

loss of appetite

nausea or vomiting

nervousness, restlessness, or irritability

runny nose

shivering or trembling

sneezing

stomach cramps

trouble in sleeping

unexplained fever

unusually large pupils of eyes

weakness

yawning

The withdrawal side effects listed above may also occur after levomethadyl treatment has been stopped or during a changeover
from levomethadyl to methadone. Always check with your counselor at the clinic if withdrawal side effects occur after you stop



taking levomethadyl.

Some side effects may occur that usually do not need medical attention. These side effects may go away during treatment as
your body adjusts to the medicine. Also, your health care professional may be able to tell you about ways to prevent or reduce
some of these side effects. Check with your health care professional if any of the following side effects continue or are
bothersome or if you have any questions about them:

More common

Abdominal or stomach pain

constipation

general feeling of discomfort or illness

joint pain

sexual problems in males

Less common or rare

Anxiety

back pain

blurred vision

chills

coughing

decreased desire for sex

dizziness, lightheadedness, or feeling faint when rising from a lying or sitting position

drowsiness

dry mouth

false sense of well-being

flu-like symptoms

headache

hot flashes

muscle pain

unusual dreams

watery eyes

Other side effects not listed may also occur in some patients. If you notice any other effects, check with your healthcare
professional.

The information contained in the Thomson Healthcare (Micromedex) products as delivered by Drugs.com is intended as an
educational aid only. It is not intended as medical advice for individual conditions or treatment. It is not a substitute for a medical
exam, nor does it replace the need for services provided by medical professionals. Talk to your doctor, nurse or pharmacist
before taking any prescription or over the counter drugs (including any herbal medicines or supplements) or following any
treatment or regimen. Only your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist can provide you with advice on what is safe and effective for you.

The use of the Thomson Healthcare products is at your sole risk. These products are provided "AS IS" and "as available" for use,
without warranties of any kind, either express or implied. Thomson Healthcare and Drugs.com make no representation or
warranty as to the accuracy, reliability, timeliness, usefulness or completeness of any of the information contained in the
products. Additionally, THOMSON HEALTHCARE MAKES NO REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTIES AS TO THE OPINIONS
OR OTHER SERVICE OR DATA YOU MAY ACCESS, DOWNLOAD OR USE AS A RESULT OF USE OF THE THOMSON
HEALTHCARE PRODUCTS. ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR
PURPOSE OR USE ARE HEREBY EXCLUDED. Thomson Healthcare does not assume any responsibility or risk for your use of
the Thomson Healthcare products.

Copyright 2015 Truven Health Analytics, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Drug Class

Narcotic analgesics

Recently Approved

Evomela
Evomela (melphalan) is an alkylating agent used in the treatment of patients with multiple myeloma.

Idelvion
Idelvion (coagulation factor IX (recombinant), albumin fusion protein) is a recombinant human
blood...

Odefsey
Odefsey (emtricitabine / rilpivirine / tenofovir alafenamide) is a fixed-dose combination of...

Briviact
Briviact (brivaracetam) is a selective, high-affinity synaptic vesicle protein 2A ligand and analog...

More... 
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Availability
Discontinued

Pregnancy Category
Risk cannot be ruled out



CSA Schedule
High potential for abuse
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Fighting Allergy Season with Medications
Medications for High Blood Pressure
Irritable Bowel Syndrome Treatments Aren't One-Size-Fits-All
Fighting Diabetes' Deadly Impact on Minorities

More FDA updates

Orlaam Rating

Related News and Articles

CDC Releases Guideline for Prescribing Opioids for Chronic Pain
March 15, 2016

Potentially Deadly Painkiller Being Disguised as Less Powerful Drugs
March 1, 2016

Fatal Overdoses Rising From Sedatives Like Valium, Xanax
February 18, 2016

Help and Support

Looking for answers? Ask a question or go join the Orlaam support group to connect with others who have similar interests.
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Drugs.com
Mobile Apps

The easiest way to lookup drug information, identify pills, check interactions and set up your own personal medication
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